The Joint Fire Science Program recently initiated a project to synthesize the literature about reducing large diameter and old-growth tree mortality when burning in areas with deep duff accumulation (JFSP # 07-S-09). The principal investigator is Sharon Hood.
Manager and scientist input is needed to ensure that the final products of this project are useful to land managers by providing the information needed to successfully reintroduce fire in areas with deep duff. The scope of this work is limited to tree mortality resulting from low intensity prescribed fire treatments where crown injury is minimal. Our current plan for the synthesis is to focus on 
· the process of duff mound consumption leading to tree injury or mortality (i.e. cambium injury, root injury, injury through existing fire scars, injury from insect attacks)
· treatments that can reduce tree injury and mortality from burning (i.e. selection of weather conditions, raking, burning snow wells, etc.)
I will also include information about duff mound physical properties, and how these physical properties, such as bulk density and moisture content influence duff burning.
The success of this project depends on incorporation of managers’ experiences of burning in stands with deep duff accumulations. Input from scientists with ongoing or completed studies on the topic is also imperative. The feedback from this survey will provide a starting point for identifying key needs and questions.
Please complete the following survey (electronically or hard copy—your preference) and return it to Sharon Hood (shood@fs.fed.us) by April 11, 2008. Thank you in advance for your input. It is greatly appreciated.
For more information or questions please contact: 
Sharon Hood, Forester
USDA Forest Service

Rocky Mountain Research Station
Fire Sciences Laboratory

5775 Highway 10 W

Missoula, MT, 59808
(406) 329-4818
shood@fs.fed.us
Reducing large tree mortality from duff mound burning in fire-excluded stands Survey
Return to Sharon Hood, shood@fs.fed.us by April 11, 2008.
1. Is large diameter tree mortality from low intensity prescribed burning an issue in your area—or has it been a concern in previous positions you’ve held?  If so, what are the tree species and geographic area of concern?  
2. Are you (or have you been) involved in any scientific studies or informal assessments that examine the impact of burning in areas with deep duff on large diameter tree mortality? If so, please briefly describe conclusions of the study or assessment.  
3. Have you used any treatments or actions to reduce large diameter tree mortality basal injury from prescribed burns (raking duff mounds, specialized burning conditions, etc)? If so, please briefly describe the actions and their effects. 
4. What information is needed to use fire more effectively in long-unburned stands where large diameter and old-growth tree injury and mortality are concerns? Please list specific questions and/or gaps in current knowledge that you would like addressed in the synthesis or in future field research.
5. If necessary, may I contact you later for details on your experience with burning in deep duff mounds? If so, please provide your name and contact information.

Name:

Title:

Email:
Phone: 

Address:
Thank you very much for your help!
